
Eagle Watch
PROGRAM

A Citizen Science Bald Eagle  
Nest Monitoring Program

The Eagle Watch Program 
(EWP) allows volunteers to 
contribute to real science by 
collecting information necessary 
for the conservation of bald eagles 
in Missouri. EWP provides volunteers 
the opportunity to enjoy the outdoors and engage 
in social interaction while increasing our biological 
knowledge of bald eagles. It reflects MDC’s goal 
to engage partners at all levels to enhance natural 
resources and provide opportunities for active citizen 
involvement in conservation.

M I S S O U R I  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  C O N S E R V A T I O N



Objectives
 » �Increase public awareness and 
education to ensure the continued 
recovery of the bald eagle.

 » �Educate volunteer participants 
in general eagle nesting biology, applicable laws, 
identification of nest threats, and monitoring techniques.

 » �Locate new nests and verify and update 
existing nest information. 

 » �Compile data for publication and 
distribution to the public.

Nest Monitor Requirements
 » �During the breeding season, make a 
minimum of three visits to the nest and record 
activity and number of young, if any.

 » �Spend a minimum of 30 minutes 
watching the nest at each visit.

 » �Commit to approximately 10 hours annually, watch a 
training video, and read, sign, and return program forms.

Helping A Protected Species
The bald eagle, which was removed from the federal 
endangered species list in 2007, remains a species of 
conservation concern in Missouri and continues to be 
protected under the provisions of the Bald and Golden Eagle 
Protection Act and the Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 1918. 

Learn More
To learn more about EWP, visit mdc.mo.gov/eagle-
watch-program, call 573-522-4115, or email 
eaglewatch@mdc.mo.gov. For additional 
information on eagles in Missouri, see The Bald 
Eagle in Missouri on MDC’s free publication 
page, short.mdc.mo.gov/4Y6.
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