2023 Application Period: June 19 – August 18
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Missouri Department of conservation 

Land Conservation Partnership Grant:

Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Program

July 5, 2023
MDC’s Land Conservation Partnership Grant for Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure is a reimbursement-based grant program for enhancing public access and opportunities for citizen engagement in conservation-related outdoor recreation through the development of outdoor recreation infrastructure. Examples of possible projects include, but are not limited to, an outdoor community archery range, a community trail system that connects urban residents to natural habitats, an outdoor pavilion, or a public fishing dock. Funding will be based on available funds, viability of the proposal, and the extent to which the project advances MDC’s goal to connect people to nature through conservation-related activities. Projects submitted will be scored using the attached “Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Project Scoring Sheet.” Resulting scores will be used to help guide project funding selection decisions along with other criteria as determined by MDC. 
Conditions for proposals include:

· Grant applications are due August 18, 2023.  Project awards will be announced in late September. 
· There is not a set project/award dollar limit. Project proposals will be carefully evaluated to ensure limited dollars are directed towards projects that will create the greatest overall impact for expanding Missouri’s outdoor recreation opportunities.

· Funds will be provided for awarded projects as reimbursement upon project completion. Successful applicants will register with the state as a vendor through MissouriBUYS to receive reimbursement. 
· Applications shall specify a projected timeline which will explain anticipated timing of project completion (to be used for MDC budgeting purposes). Generally, project timelines should conclude no later than April 30, 2025. Funds will be provided upon completion of the project. 
· Projects should be focused on providing opportunities for people to connect to nature through conservation-related outdoor recreation. 

· Proposals specifically for acquisition of land or conservation easement should apply for MDC’s Conservation Land Acquisition Program or Conservation Easement Assistance Program instead.

· Habitat enhancements (e.g. prairie construction, tree planting) could be considered as a component of projects if the purpose is to incorporate nature into an outdoor recreation opportunity, but habitat enhancement projects not associated with outdoor recreation should be directed towards MDC’s Landowner and Community Assistance Program. All plants and seed used must be native to Missouri and Missouri sources are preferred.
· Non-profit organizations, local governments, schools, and other government partners are eligible to apply.

· The proposed amenity must be open to the general public on a regular basis throughout the year (e.g. on public land). Proof of ownership or a tentative agreement with the party that owns the land will be a requirement for the application. 
· A project proposal can be just for design/engineering costs that would lead to a future infrastructure construction project.

· For construction projects, best management practices will be required to minimize impacts to habitats and to control sedimentation/erosion. Preference will be given to an application with associated construction costs that include an appropriate cost contingency. 
· For projects requiring pavement, applicants are encouraged to use concrete at a minimum depth of six inches in their proposal instead of asphalt.
· The laying of new electrical, sewer, or water lines may not be included in the project scope. 

· Applicants are encouraged to provide a maintenance plan for any new construction. 

· Successful applicants are expected to provide at least 50% (1:1) match (in-kind match is allowed for non-maintenance activities), except:

· For zip codes in which median household income is below 40% of Missouri’s median household income, as reported by the US Census Bureau at www.census.gov, only 25% partner match is required. Funds will be provided upon completion of the project.  
· Match requirements for fishing and boating access projects and shooting range projects over $100,000 may be eligible for higher cost share due to federal aid reimbursement through the Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration Program or America the Beautiful Challenge Grants.

· Projects that reside in one of the Department’s identified Community Conservation Tiers will be given priority in scoring. Partners interested in learning more about the location of the tiers should contact their Region’s MDC Recreational Use Specialist or Jake Buxton. 

· Projects must meet all federal, state, and local laws, including the Americans with Disabilities Act.

· Projects must comply with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act.
· Projects shall include signage indicating that the project was made possible, in part, through assistance from the Missouri Department of Conservation. 

See “Additional Considerations for Fishing and Boating Access Projects” and “Additional Considerations for Shooting Range Projects over $100,000” attached if applicable. 

If you have any questions, please contact Jake Buxton at Jake.Buxton@mdc.mo.gov or by phone: 573-522-4115 ext. 3264.
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For questions regarding the Community Conservation Tiers, contact the Recreational Use Specialist for the region covering the location of the proposed project, or contact Jake Buxton: 

	Region
	Specialist
	Contact

	Northwest

Kansas City
	Emily Porter
	816-525-0300 x1248

Emily.porter@mdc.mo.gov

	Northeast

Central
	Tyler Blake
	660-785-2420 x6396

Tyler.blake@mdc.mo.gov

	St. Louis
	Lafe Schweissguth
	636-441-4554 x4177

Lafe.schweissguth@mdc.mo.gov

	Southeast

Ozark
	Bridget Jackson
	573-290-5730 x4490

Bridget.jackson@mdc.mo.gov

	Southwest
	Phillip Stearns
	417-895-6881 x1622

Phillip.stearns@mdc.mo.gov


Please submit application (attached) to: 

Email: Jake.Buxton@mdc.mo.gov
Application must be complete and received by August 18, 2023, to be considered for this RFP.

Additional Considerations for

Fishing and Boating Access Projects
· Fishing and boating access infrastructure projects will be incorporated into the Community Assistance Program (CAP). CAP agreements are with partners that own or have control over lakes, lake front property or stream front property. Through CAP agreements, the Department provides fisheries management (fish stocking, habitat improvement, and special regulations and enforcement of the Wildlife Code of Missouri), and the partner allows public use of the area for fishing, boating and other related recreational activities.

· Entities must have an existing CAP agreement or be willing to enter into a CAP agreement with the Department in order to participate in this grant program for fishing and boating access projects. Awarded projects will be managed through the completion of a CAP agreement addendum. Typical fishing and boating infrastructure projects include the design, permitting, and construction of:

· boat ramps,

· fishing docks or platforms, 

· fishing jetties, 

· courtesy docks, 

· sediment removal,

· privies or restrooms, 

· entrance roads, 

· parking areas, 

· connecting walkways, 

· pavilions, and 

· lighting.   

· The construction of a new lake/pond is unlikely to be funded as part of this program.

· Fishing and boating access projects must meet all requirements listed in the CAP agreement and addendum. These projects typically require engineering plans, modifications, and final engineering approval.

· If the Department determines to utilize federal Sport Fish Restoration funds, then the terms and conditions listed in the Notice of Federal Participation (part of the agreement amendment) must be followed. The project must also comply with Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act and the National Environmental Policy Act. 
· No federal funds may be used to fund the entity’s share of the total project costs.
· Infrastructure developed under a CAP agreement will be designed, constructed, owned, and maintained by the partner.

· CAP partners interested in applying for this grant should coordinate with their MDC Regional fisheries management biologist to help in application preparation. Additional proposal information required for a CAP fishing and boating access project includes:

· proposed layout 
· draft project plans
· project scope 
· detailed budget
For proposed CAP projects that are for engineering/design only, they must include the proposed layout and project scope.
Additional considerations for shooting range projects over $100,000
· Infrastructure developed through this program will be designed, constructed, owned, and maintained by the partner as will be specified in a long-term agreement with the Department.

· Projects should be designed according to current guidelines contained in the National Rifle Association’s Range Source Book, The Archery Trade Association’s Archery Park Guide or other nationally recognized shooting range design reference guide.  The partner must also commit to comply with the Environmental Protection Agency’s – Best Management Practices for Lead at Outdoor Shooting Ranges.  All designs require pre-approval before grant is awarded for construction.
· Range projects require a complete site assessment by the Department to determine if the site is suitable and safe for a shooting range based on shooting range design standards; and the compliance with all federal guidelines including NEPA (National Environmental Policy Act) Environmental Assessment review for projects receiving federal funds.
Eligible Items for shooting range projects (include but are not limited to)

· Construction of new firearm and archery ranges

· Improvements and additions to existing firearm and archery ranges

· Construction, enhancement, and improvements of the following:

· Berms and backstops

· Trap/Skeet Houses

· Shooting Fields

· Archery target frames and targets

· Firing line enclosure

· Shooting Benches

· Shade canopies and shelters

· Classrooms

· Parking lot

· Roads and trails

· Signage

· Archery towers and platforms

· Sound abatement

· Trap/skeet machines

· Gun and bow racks

· Fencing

· Restrooms

Ineligible Items

· Construction of clubhouses and facilities not essential to the operation of the shooting range.
· Law Enforcement Ranges
· Payroll
· Firearms
· Shooting Equipment/Accessories (except for portable clay target throwers)
· Office Equipment
· Ammunition
· Insurance
· Projects not related to firearms or archery equipment.
2023 Land Conservation Partnership Grant

Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Program

Application

Project Name:      
PARTNER (APPLICANT) INFORMATION

Primary Contact:      
Organization:      
Address:      
Phone:       




Email:      
PROJECT INFORMATION

Location (city and/or county):

     
Describe project and project benefits (be thorough, include dimensions as much as possible):

     
Describe proposed budget including grant request and match (can include in-kind). Where applicable, preference will be given to applicant that provides a cost estimate prepared or reviewed by an engineer:
     
Describe proposed timeline:

     
Does project provide a new opportunity, or an expansion/improvement of an existing opportunity? Explain:

     
How many people do you estimate will utilize the proposed amenity per year? If possible, provide data to support your estimate.

     
Describe the frequency of expected use (i.e. daily year-round, daily seasonally, intermittent, infrequent). Explain:      
Describe any other supporting existing or planned infrastructure (e.g. parking lots, trails, etc.) that will enable citizens to access proposed amenity:      
Is the project adjacent to MDC or other publicly owned conservation/park lands or otherwise permanently protected conservation lands (i.e. private land trust holdings, conservation easements, etc.)? Explain: 

     
Is this project supported in a local, publicly developed greenspace, green infrastructure, outdoor recreation, or other comparable plan? Explain: 
Describe the composition and quality of natural habitats (existing or planned) which users will be exposed to in association with the proposed amenity:      
Describe if, how, and to what extent the project will provide opportunities for underserved populations who face significant barriers in accessing and enjoying nature and outdoor conservation-related recreation activities:      
Describe the outreach strategy that will be utilized to publicize the project and partnership with MDC:

     
Please attach to this application the following items:


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Vicinity Map of proposed project location


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Aerial photo of proposed project layout


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Deed or proof of legal control of location of proposed project

FINAL QUESTIONS
Have you discussed this project with an employee of the Missouri Department of Conservation? 



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO


If so, please list the name:      
Does the proposed project include an archery or shooting range? 



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO

Is the proposed project associated with providing access to a lake or stream? 



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES


 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO (if NO, do not answer next two questions)


Is the project area lake or stream a part of the Community Assistance Program (CAP) with the


Department? 



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 YES



 FORMCHECKBOX 
 NO


Infrastructure included in the proposal includes: 

Land Conservation Partnership Grant – Outdoor Recreation Infrastructure Project Scoring Sheet
(to be completed by MDC based on applicant responses and other data)

Applying organization:      ​​ 
Project name:      
Reviewer name:       

Review date:      
Note: Some criteria below apply better to certain types of projects than others. These variances will be taken into account as projects are considered for funding. Project scores will help inform decisions on what projects to award, but other information deemed helpful by MDC will be used as well. 

*Score is NOT a ranking. Additional criteria will be used by Realty Committee in evaluating and ranking projects.

	
	Criteria
	If yes, point allocation
	Points*:

	1
	Proposed project resides in a Community Conservation Tier 1-3
	Tier 1 (7 points)

Tier 2 (5 points)

Tier 3 (3 points)

Not in a CC Tier (0 points)
	

	2
	Will the project provide a new or expanded opportunity or improve existing opportunities?
	New or Expanded Opportunity (5)

Improve/Restore Existing Opportunity (3)
	

	3
	Expected Volume of Use (users/year)
	>5001(3)

1501-5000 (2)

<1500 (1)
	

	4
	Expected Frequency of use
	daily (3)

daily seasonal (2)
	

	5
	Was the budget estimate produced or review by an engineer? 
	Prepared/Reviewed by engineer (3)
	

	6
	Is the project adjacent to MDC or other publicly owned conservation/park lands or otherwise permanently protected conservation lands (i.e. private land trust holdings, conservation easements, etc.)?
	Adjacent to MDC lands (3)

Adjacent to other protected/park lands (2)


	

	7
	Is this project supported in a local, publicly developed greenspace, green infrastructure, outdoor recreation, or other comparable plan? 
	Project specifically identified as keystone in plan (3)

Project not specifically identified by, but is supported in plan (2)
	

	8
	What is the quality of the existing or planned natural community/habitat exposure associated with the proposed amenity?
	High (5)

Moderate (3)

Low (1)
	

	9
	Does the project provide opportunities for underserved populations?
	High (5)

Medium (3)

Low (1)
	

	10
	How much match is being offered by applicant/partners?
	Up to 25% MDC funds requested (2)

>25 to 50% MDC funds requested (0)
	

	
	TOTAL SCORE*
	
	

	
	
	Total points - max score 39
	


☐Parking areas/parking pads


☐Connecting walkways


☐ Pavilions


☐ Lighting


☐ Fish Habitat or sediment removal








☐ Boat ramps


☐ Fishing docks/platforms


☐ Fishing jetties


☐ Courtesy docks


☐ Privies or restrooms


☐ Entrance roads
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