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HABITAT 
APPENINGS

Where were you 25 years ago?  It was fall of 1986, I was 
student teaching at the Jefferson City High School and distinctly remember escorting 
a biology class down to a school assembly. Employees of the Missouri Department of 
Conservation came to show us a slide show about the fi rst 50 years of conservation 
in Missouri. It wasn’t just a slide show, it was an extravaganza. There were three 
projectors, each located at a different area of the room. The projectors dissolved one 
beautiful photo into another resulting in the story of forest, fi sh, and wildlife successes 
over the past 50 years in Missouri. That was one school assembly that fed my soul.

Fast forward 25 years. November 2011 marks the beginning of the 75th Anniversary of the 
Missouri Department of Conservation. Over the past 25 years the Department has remained a leader in the 
North American Model of conservation management. MDC continues to manage the forest, fi sh, and wildlife 
resources of Missouri through a citizen-led, science-based program. In addition, connecting Missourians to 
those resources has become central to our mission. In 1982, the Department’s fi rst 
nature center, Burr Oak Woods Conservation Nature Center, was dedicated. In the 
last 25 years, Springfi eld Conservation Nature Center, Powder Valley Conservation 
Nature Center, Runge Conservation Nature Center, and Cape Girardeau 
Conservation Nature Center along with other regional interpretive centers have 
been added to the interpretive effort of the Department. Our purpose and 
passion is to connect people in a personal way to our natural resources. 
In addition to nature centers, the Department has worked hard to bring 
conservation principles into the classroom through programs like 
Discover Nature Schools.

A lot has happened in conservation over the last 25 years in 
Missouri and you will be hearing more about those happenings 
in the coming year. It is exciting to look back but it is even 
more exciting to look forward and imagine how much more 
we can accomplish.                     Kathy Cavender, Manager

Happy Anniversary
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Exhibits at 
Runge

VolunteerVolunteer  

Nature Photos 
by Aaron Horrell 

Aaron Horrell is an advocate of native 
Missouri plants and wildlife. All the photos 
in this exhibit depict native things that 
Missourians can fi nd right here in our 
state. “I spend considerable time outdoors 
looking at and trying to be aware of 
all aspects of nature. Capturing good 
images of wild things is time consuming 
and sometimes diffi cult, but worth the 
effort when a good image with good 
composition is achieved.” 

NATURE CENTER HOURS 
BUILDING HOURS

Tuesday-Saturday Open 8:00AM to 5:00PM
Thursdays until 8:00PM

Sunday and Monday: Building Closed

TRAIL HOURS
Open Daily 6:00AM to 9:00PM
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Milestones The following VOLUNTEER 
Naturalists were recognized recently for their 
contributions to the programs at Runge. Congratulations! 

100 hours – Lynn Shively, Andy Tribble
200 hours – Jeremy Rackers

November/December

On the fi rst Thursday of each month, the Runge 
Volunteer Naturalists meet. There are often 
as many as 50 volunteers at these meetings. 
They come and sign-up to help with a variety 
of activities at the nature center and in the 
surrounding communities. They also meet to 
plan programs of their own for you, our visitors. 
In addition, each month they are given an 
enrichment time to learn more about Missouri 
outdoors. Runge volunteers are committed to 
serving you and conserving our states resources. 
Make sure you say thank you to these hard-
working and dedicated volunteers the next time 
you see them.

“I strive with my nature photos to be 
the eyes of people who for whatever 
reason cannot get out into the wilds of 
Missouri.” - Aaron Horrell

Linda Tremain helping with 
Conservation Kids’ Club.

Holly Grantham 
helping with 
a Forest Fun 
program.

Judith Lambayan showing a critter 
to a child during Story Time.

Aimee and Gabby 
Lehmuth making 
trail mix during a 
“What’s Going On” 
Saturday event.

Runge Nature Center will be 
closed on Thanksgiving Day, 
November 24 and at 1:00PM on 
Christmas Eve, December 24.



NovemberNovember

Wonderful White-Tailed Deer
By registration. In a single bound, you can see them 
leap a tall fence, fl ash white in the blink of an eye, 
snort, grunt, and stamp their feet. Calling all little 
“dears” to learn about the life of a white-tailed deer. 

*Disclaimer: Parents - stamping of your children’s feet, 
leaping, snorting, and grunting is allowed here by our 
little dears. 

Little Acorns 
 Tuesday, November 8 – 10:00AM
 Saturday, November 12 – 10:00AM
 Thursday, November 17 – 6:00PM

Connect with nature through exciting and age-appropriate opportunities.

DecemberDecember

Fireside Nature Stories
By registration. It may be cold and dreary outside, 
but inside it’s alive with activity found between the 
pages of books. Join us by the fi re and let your 
imagination run wild in nature.

Little Acorns 
 Tuesday, December 6 – 10:00AM
 Saturday, December 10 – 10:00AM   
 Tuesday, December 20 – 10:00AM

For the For the 
little oneslittle ones  

Call 573/526-5544 on or after November 1st to make your 
reservation. 

Call 573/526-5544 on or after December 1st to make your 
reservation. 

Little Acorns Children 3 through 6 years of age are welcome to attend a Little Acorns program with their 
caregiver. This program is limited to 20 children, plus a caregiver.

“If a child is to keep alive his inborn sense of wonder without any such gift “If a child is to keep alive his inborn sense of wonder without any such gift 
from the fairies, he needs the companionship of at least one adult who can from the fairies, he needs the companionship of at least one adult who can 
share it, rediscovering with him the joy, excitement, and mystery of the share it, rediscovering with him the joy, excitement, and mystery of the 
world we live in.”world we live in.” ~Rachel Carson (1907-1964) naturalist, writer, environmentalist ~Rachel Carson (1907-1964) naturalist, writer, environmentalist

The Babes In The Woods (Children ages 0 through 2 years of age) and Little Acorns Plus (Families 
that has a child that fi ts into Babes In The Woods and one that fi ts into Little Acorns) programs are taking 
time off. We will return in the spring with fresh new programs for the youngest among us. Watch for those 
dates in the March/April issue of Habitat Happenings newsletter.



It might be dark outside but the 
lights are on at the Nature Center. 
Come visit us. We are open on 
Thursday evenings until 8pm.  

Handcrafted Papermaking 
Naturally
NOVEMBER 5 / SATURDAY / 10:00AM–
2:00PM
Walk-in (7 years and older–children must 
be accompanied by an adult) 
We will blend newspaper, magazines, 
even unwanted junk mail with pieces of 
nature–seeds, leaves, petals, and more - 
to create not just paper, but works of art! 
Discover how nature and recycling go 
hand-in-hand. Learn different techniques 
to try at home. Please bring a metal sheet 
cake pan, several magazines or catalogs 
and a bath size towel. 

Midweek Trekkers: Cedar Creek
NOVEMBER 9 / WEDNESDAY / 8:00AM–
5:00PM
By registration (18 years and older) 
Runge Midweek Trekkers is a volunteer-
led program designed to provide 
opportunities for people to hike Missouri 
trails and learn about our plants, animals, 
and natural communities. Each month 
we’ll meet at the nature center, carpool to 
one of Missouri’s choice hiking spots, and 
hike one or two of the best trails.
 The Cedar Creek District, which lies 
between Ashland, Columbia, and Fulton, 
is the only district of the Mark Twain 
National Forest north of the Missouri 
River. Come with us to the Smith Creek 
Loop, near Boydsville (5 miles, ****) to 
hike through oak hickory forests, old 
fi elds, and bluffs. We’ll also cross Smith 
Creek, one of Cedar Creek’s many 
tributaries. Bring your lunch, water, hiking 
boots or comfortable shoes, and come 
dressed for the weather.

Story Tree
NOVEMBER 10 / THURSDAY / 6:00–
6:30PM
Walk-in (All ages) 

As the cold winds blow
And snow starts to fall  
Come inside by the fi re 
For stories – fun for all. 

Meet at the Story Tree as we explore our 
natural surroundings and the animals that 
live here. This is an informal story time for 
families with young children. 

The Runge Hiking Club: Lake of 
the Ozarks State Park
NOVEMBER 12 / SATURDAY / 8:00AM–
5:00PM
By registration (18 years and older) Learn 
about our wondrous state! Each month, 
we’ll meet at the nature center, car pool to 
one of Missouri’s choice hiking spots, and 
hike one or two of the best trails.
 Enjoy the ruggedness of the 
Woodland Wild Area Trail with us. 
Explore the hills and hollows of the Lake 
of the Ozarks area and dream about 
what was there before the Lake was built. 
There are a number of steep inclines 
and descents to these hikes (5.5 miles, 
*****). Wear appropriate footwear, hiking 
boots, and dress for all types of weather 
conditions. 

What’s Going On? 
Missing Naturalist
NOVEMBER 12 / SATURDAY / 10:00AM–
2:00PM
Walk-in (All Ages) Our naturalists have 
swiped items from the nature center and 
are hiding on the trails with them. Visit the 
front desk between 10:00AM and 2:00PM 
to receive a set of clues to fi nd them. 
Come dressed for the weather. 

Make your registration by calling after 
8:00AM on November 1st to register 
for these programs (573/526-5544). If 
you must cancel, please call as soon as 
possible so someone on the waiting list 
may attend. Thank you.

NovemberNovember  Events  Events

Trail rating system
*Easiest trail (fl at terrain with no obstructions)
**Slight inclines and/or few obstructions (gravel, 
few rocks)
***Moderate inclines and/or occasional rocks or 
roots
****Occasional signifi cant inclines and/or rocks or 
roots
*****Most diffi cult (signifi cant inclines, obstructions, 
and/or loose rocks)

Homeschool: Missouri’s 
Mysterious Mammals
NOVEMBER 17 / THURSDAY / 10:00–
11:30AM
By registration (Ages 3 and older) 
Missouri’s mysterious mammals leave 
clues behind for us to fi nd! Discover the 
characteristics of our state’s secretive 
furry creatures by studying their pelts, 
tracks, scat, and other signs. *Children 3 
through 6 years of age will attend their 
own program “Wonderful White-Tailed 
Deer”. Both programs will have an outdoor 
component; please dress for the weather.

Nature’s Needlers
NOVEMBER 17 / THURSDAY / 10:30AM–
Noon or 6:00–7:30PM
By registration (18 years and older) In 
the eleventh of the Blooming Beauties 
of Missouri series, Missouri’s milkweeds 
host the monarch caterpillars. Runge’s 
own prairie boasts several varieties – from 
the common to the purple. Join us as we 
discover more fun facts about the milkweed 
and share a related quilt block. 

Sketch Day
NOVEMBER 19 / SATURDAY / 10:00–
12:00PM
By registration (10 years and older) 
As winter approaches, we continue to 
celebrate the Year of the Forest learning 
about another of Missouri’s native trees, 
the Pine tree. We will be making greeting 
cards as we learn print making skills and 
techniques using a printing press. This 
2-hour class is the fi nal in the series for 
the year.

Story Tree
NOVEMBER 19/ SATURDAY / 2:00–
2:30PM
Walk-in (All ages) 
Refer to November 10th for description.

Shopping Alternatives–
Decorating Naturally
NOVEMBER 25 / FRIDAY / 
10:00AM–3:00PM
Walk-in (All Ages) Today is a day to 
enjoy Runge’s fi re, apple cider, fall 
strolls, and decorating gifts out of 
natural Missouri items. All items will 
be provided; however, if you would 
like to decorate a wreath bring your 
own (16” maximum size).



Nature’s Needlers
DECEMBER 15 / THURSDAY / 10:30AM–
Noon or 6:00–7:30PM 
By registration (18 years and older) The 
fi nal block in the series of Blooming 
Beauties of Missouri, is the trumpet 
creeper. Trumpet creeper is a native vine 
that is very popular with the ruby-throated 
hummingbird. It fl owers from June through 
September and likes full sun. Orange is 
the likely color, but yellow and deep red 
can be seen. Join us as we learn about 
this vine and choose a related patchwork 
block.

Story Tree
DECEMBER 17/ SATURDAY / 10:00–
10:30AM
Walk-in (All ages) 
Refer to December 7th for description.

Holiday Happenings
DECEMBER 27 / TUESDAY /
10:00AM–3:00PM

DECEMBER 28 / WEDNESDAY / 
10:00AM–3:00PM

DECEMBER 29 / THURSDAY / 
10:00AM–7:00PM
Walk-in (All ages) 
We will explore and highlight the 
many gifts from Missouri’s fi sh, 
forest, and wildlife resources during 
Runge’s annual Open House. 
Bring your family and friends and 
enjoy a variety of activities, crafts, 
refreshments, and walks along the 
trails. 

Teen Club: Hiking
DECEMBER 28 / WEDNESDAY / 
10:00AM–5:00PM
By registration (12-17 years) A-hiking 
we will go! Meet at Runge and drive to 
a nearby conservation area. We will use 
department vehicles. Be prepared to 
hike approximately 4 miles. Wear sturdy, 
comfortable shoes. Bring a backpack 
with your lunch, water bottle, and a pair of 
binoculars (if you have them). Bundle up 
for December weather – layering is the 
way to go! Make sure your parent/guardian 
comes in with you that morning and fi lls out 
the permission form to go off-site with us. 
Space is limited. 

Call after 8:00AM on December 1st to 
register for these programs (573/526-
5544). If you must cancel, please call 
as soon as possible so someone on the 
waiting list may attend. Thank you.

What’s Going On? 
Winter Woodpeckers 
DECEMBER 3 / SATURDAY / 10:00AM–
2:00PM
Walk-in (All Ages) Fly on in to learn 
all about these “hard-headed” winter 
residents; the woodpeckers. Identify these 
birds by sight/sound, learn how to attract 
them to your yard, and make a suet cake 
to take home. Naturalist-guided bird walks 
will be at 11:00AM and 1:00PM along the 
Runge trails.

Midweek Trekkers: Cedar Creek
DECEMBER 7 / WEDNESDAY / 8:00AM–
5:00PM
By registration (18 years and older) This 
month we will be visiting Cedar Creek 
District, again. We will hike the Moon 
Loop Trail, southeast of Deer Park 
(7 miles, ****) through oak hickory forests, 
old fi elds, and bluffs. We’ll also cross 
Stump Creek and Big Branch, two of 
Cedar Creek’s many tributaries. Bring your 
lunch, water, hiking boots or comfortable 
shoes, and come dressed for the weather.

Cardinals and Coffee–A Walk
DECEMBER 8 / THURSDAY / 8:00–
10:00AM
By registration (50 years and older) Join 
a naturalist for bird watching and shade-
grown coffee. We will walk along Runge 
trails for the sights and sounds of local 
and migrating birds. A few binoculars and 
identifi cation books will be provided (plus 
juice). 

Story Tree
DECEMBER 8/ THURSDAY / 6:00–6:30PM
Walk-in (All ages) 

As the cold winds blow
And snow starts to fall  
Come inside by the fi re 
For stories – fun for all. 

Meet at the Story Tree as we explore our 
natural surroundings and the animals that 
live here. This is an informal story time for 
families with young children. 

Evening Stroll 
DECEMBER 8 / THURSDAY / 6:00–8:00PM
Walk-in (All Ages) Take time to relax and 
unwind from these holiday months by 
taking a leisurely evening stroll along the 
nature center trails. Breathe in the crisp, 
autumn air and take time to enjoy nature 
either alone or with your family and friends. 
Staff/volunteer naturalist will be patrolling 
the trails and serving hot chocolate/hot 
apple cider in the pavilion for you to enjoy 
either during your walk or after. Dress for 
the weather and bring a fl ashlight.

River Bluffs Audubon Presents: 
Birding Honduras 
DECEMBER 8 / THURSDAY / 7:00PM
Walk-in (Adults) Two novices tag along with 
two experts for a week of excellent birding 
throughout Honduras, meeting enthusiastic 
members of the Honduran Ornithological 
Society and birding a military base with an 
armed escort! Hear about the entertaining 
and educational adventures of Dan Reed, 
past president of River Bluffs Audubon 
Society, and Anita Hammann.

The Runge Hiking Club: Arrow 
Rock State Park
DECEMBER 10 / SATURDAY / 8:00AM–
5:00PM
By registration (18 years and older) Join 
us in our annual pilgrimage to Arrow Rock 
to enjoy the two short trails (3 miles, ***) 
and the historic village during this holiday 
season. There are a number of steep 
inclines and descents to these hikes. 
Please come prepared. Wear appropriate 
footwear, hiking boots, and dress for the 
weather. 

December  EventsDecember  Events

On-going this month...
Nature Tales Along The TrailNature Tales Along The Trail

Walk Naturescape Trail 
and read a book.

Special Invitation: Nature's Needlers has been sharing Missouri's 
fi sh, forests, and wildlife, 'our natural treasures' monthly program for almost 
seven years. The interpreters provide an informational component about our 

featured 'natural treasure' and then bring if to life using fabric as the median. 
Join us on January 19th as we kick-off the 2012 season of “Butterfl ies 

in Flight”. We look forward to meeting you and venturing into new 
programs with you.



Scout 
Packs
Runge Nature Center is happy to offer assistance in 
meeting requirements for some nature-related scout 
badges. We have a variety of scout packs available 
with activities and information to assist you in your 
efforts. Please contact Becky at 573/526-5544 ext. 
3408 for more information or to reserve one of the 
following scout packs.

Girl Scouts:
Brownie:  Animals Try-It 
                   Plants Try-It

Boy Scouts:
Wolf Cub: Elective #13 - Birds
Bear Cub: Achievement #5 - Sharing Your World with 
Wildlife
Webelos: Naturalist & Forester Pack(s) Your choice 
of packs or a combination pack that has both badge 
requirements. 

Get outside and explore! Check out our new Adventure 
Packs from the front desk the next time you visit the 
nature center. Choose between an ART & NATURE 
pack, INSECT pack, AQUATIC pack, or a TRACKS & 
SCAT pack to use while exploring the trails at the nature 
center. There are fun-fi lled ideas and tools inside each 
pack to help you DISCOVER NATURE.

Adventure Adventure PacksPacks

Thanks to everyone who has registered to receive the 
newsletter online. If you’d like to start receiving your 
newsletter through the web, sign up at <http://mdc.
mo.gov/user_mailman_register>. Scroll through list until 
you fi nd Habitat Happenings. To remove your name 
from getting a mailed newsletter, send your request to 
Aimee.Lehmuth@mdc.mo.gov and your name will be 
removed from our mailing list.

Newsletter On-line

Nature Shop News
November/December featured items

Discounted Price:

$12.00
Heritage card discount 

does not apply.

20%
                off

2012 calendar 
available!

$7.00

We Are Hungry!
Join us on the following days to watch the 
snapping turtles and the fi sh in the large 
aquarium being fed.
Saturday, November 5 – 2:00PM
Wednesday, November 16 – 10:00AM



Knot Tying
November 15 – 6:30-8:00PM 
(Make your reservation between November 1 and November 11.)

Your tent blew over, you lost the biggest Missouri record 
fi sh, and your canoe fl oated downstream because you 
could not tie a KNOT! This should (K)NOT happen to a 
Conservation Kid. Tonight is for YOU! Tie “awesome” knots, 
impress your friends, and increase your wilderness skills. 
This skill will last a lifetime.

Hey, Parents!
While big brother/sister attends Conservation Kids’ Club, your preschooler (3 through 6 years of age) 
can be involved in a program at the same time. A preschool program will be available for siblings 
of Conservation Kids’ Club members on Tuesday, November 15th. Please limit your Little Acorn 
reservations to one program each month. 

Welcome to Conservation Kids’ Club, a fun 
club created for kids 6 through 12 years old who 
love to explore nature and learn about wildlife.  

ConservationConservation
Kids’ ClubKids’ Club

When you make your reservation (573/526-5544), please provide the name of each member, 
their age, and the number of siblings attending the Little Acorns program to help us better 
prepare. Thank you. 

There will be no December meeting as Bubba is busy preparing for the holidays. 
It has been a great 2011 and Bubba is excited about the upcoming new year. See 
you in 2012! Enjoy the holiday time with your families.



We will explore and highlight the 
many gifts from Missouri’s fi sh, 
forest, and wildlife resources 
during Runge’s annual Open 
House. Bring your family and 
friends and enjoy a variety of 
activities, crafts, refreshments, 
and walks along the trails. 

The GiftsGifts of 
Conservation

Tuesday, December 27 • 10:00AM – 3:00PM  
Wednesday, December 28 • 10:00AM – 3:00PM  
Thursday, December 29 • 10:00AM – 7:00PM 

No reservations required.


